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We have measured the frequency dependent extinction coeﬃcients and refractive indices of electron donor–
acceptor (EDA) complexes consisting of hexamethylbenzene (HMB; electron donor) and tetracyanoethylene
(TCNE; electron acceptor) in the low-frequency region by terahertz time-domain spectroscopy (THz-TDS).
A mixture of the 1 : 1 (DA) and 2 : 1 (D2A) EDA complexes exist in carbon tetrachloride solution, and we
successfully obtained the spectral components of the 1 : 1 and 2 : 1 EDA complexes separately by analyzing the
concentration dependence of the THz spectra. The 1 : 1 and 2 : 1 complexes show quite diﬀerent THz spectra of
the extinction coeﬃcient, reﬂecting unique features of dynamics, ﬂuctuations and intermolecular interactions of
these complexes. Polarization-selective THz-TDS on the crystalline DA complex shows two peaks at 53 and 70
cm1 in the spectral component perpendicular to the crystal axis. On the other hand, the crystalline D2A complex
exhibits peaks at 42 and 50 cm1 in the perpendicular spectral component. We compare the obtained spectra of
the crystalline complex and the results of molecular orbital calculations at the HF/6-31G(d) level of theory to
discuss the intermolecular vibrational modes of the complexes.
1 Introduction
Vibrational spectroscopy has been widely used to investigate
structures, interactions and dynamics of molecules and mole-
cular complexes. The low-frequency region below several
terahertz (THz; 1 THz ¼ 33.3 cm1) corresponds to intermo-
lecular modes of complexes and intramolecular modes with a
weaker potential force and/or larger reduced mass.1 Intermo-
lecular interactions such as hydrogen bonding, van der Waals
forces and charge-transfer interactions play important roles in
various chemical and biological processes.2 Moreover, the low-
frequency spectra also reﬂect molecular dynamics on a time
scale from picoseconds to femtoseconds. Electron donor–
acceptor (EDA) complexes are one of the typical non-covalently
bonded systems,3 and their intermolecular interactions and
dynamical ﬂuctuations as well as electronic states and molecular
structures have been studied for a couple of decades.2,3
EDA complexes consisting of hexamethylbenzene (HMB)
and tetracyanoethylene (TCNE) have been extensively studied
both experimentally and theoretically.2–25 One of the charac-
teristic features of this system is its ability to form both 1 : 1
(DA) and 2 : 1 (D2A) complexes. The charge-transfer absorp-
tion band in the visible region depends on the donor and
acceptor concentrations, and thorough studies on the spectral
changes as a function of the concentrations have determined
association constants K1 and K2 for both the equilibration
processes (eqn. (1)),4,6
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Generally, the far-infrared (IR) region corresponds to inter-
molecular motions of the complexes, and microscopic informa-
tion on the charge-transfer complexes such as intermolecular
interactions and structural ﬂuctuations can be studied by the
far-IR spectra. There has been much eﬀort to investigate the
intermolecular vibrational band of the HMB–TCNE complex
by optical absorption,4–6 IR absorption,7–11 resonance-Raman
scattering,12–18 X-ray crystallography,19 time-resolved mea-
surements,20,21 and molecular orbital calculation.22–25 How-
ever, it is still an open question to clarify the low-frequency
vibrational mode of the complex. The 1 : 1 complex has a band
at around 165 cm1 in resonance-Raman spectra,12–18 and this
band was assigned to the ﬁrst overtone of the D–A stretching
vibration.12 Rubtsov and Yoshihara performed femtosecond
ﬂuorescence up-conversion experiments on this complex in
solution and assigned the band at around 165 cm1 to an
intramolecular vibrational mode of TCNE from the analysis of
their ﬂuorescence decay data.21 On the other hand, the
complex in the solid state shows a band at 89 cm1, which
was assigned to an intermolecular vibration between HMB
and TCNE.9 Hayashi et al. reported the normal mode
calculations for the HMB–TCNE complex at HF/3-21G
level theory and assigned the DA stretching mode at
59 cm1.23
In this work we have measured the low-frequency spectra of
the HMB–TCNE complex in solution by THz time-domain
spectroscopy (TDS) and obtained spectra of DA and D2A in
the THz region separately. We have also measured the THz
spectra of the DA and D2A complexes in the crystalline state
by polarization-selective THz-TDS. We performed ab initio
calculations on the DA and D2A complexes at the HF/
6-31G(d) level to obtain harmonic vibrational frequencies of
the low-frequency modes. The reorientational ﬂuctuation of
the DA complex in solution will be discussed.
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2 Experimental and calculations
The THz-TDS apparatus has been described in detail else-
where.26 Brieﬂy, femtosecond pulses from a mode-locked
titanium sapphire laser are used for generation and detection
of the pulsed THz radiation. A major part of the pulse is
focused to a (100)-surface of an InAs wafer with an angle of
incidence of 451. The wafer is placed in a magnetic ﬁeld with a
ﬂux density of 1.6 T to enhance the intensity of the radiation.
The rest of the pulse is used to detect an electric ﬁeld of the
pulsed THz radiation by the electro-optic (EO) sampling
method with a h110i ZnTe crystal (1 mm in thickness) as an
EO crystal. The power spectrum of the THz radiation is shown
in Fig. 1.
HMB, TCNE and carbon tetrachloride (CCl4) were pur-
chased from Wako Pure Chemicals and used without further
puriﬁcation. The concentrations of HMB and TCNE in solu-
tions are listed in Table 1. The sample solutions were contained
in a cell with an optical path length of 15 mm. The cell windows
are made of poly(tetraﬂuoroethylene) of 5 mm in thickness.
Two identical cells were prepared, one of which is the reference
and the other is for the sample solution. We measured THz
temporal waveforms of the reference and sample solutions in
succession. We also prepared crystalline samples of the 1 : 1
and 2 : 1 complexes by dissolving HMB and TCNE with 1 : 1 or
2 : 1 stoichiometrical ratios, respectively, in diethyl ether, and
the solvent was evaporated slowly.10,19 Needle-shaped crystals
were obtained for the 1 : 1 and 2 : 1 complexes. These were
collected and aligned with each other to measure parallel and
perpendicular components of the THz spectra. All the mea-
surements were done at ambient temperature (20 1C).
In the analysis of the THz spectra of the solution we consider
the diﬀerence between the reference and the sample cells
by obtaining the amplitude variance Z(~n) and the phase vari-
ance x(~n),
ES;CCl4 ~nð Þ
ER;CCl4 ~nð Þ
¼ exp ix ~nð Þ þ Z ~nð Þð Þ ð2Þ
ER,CCl4(~n) and ES,CCl4(~n) are the Fourier transformation of the
THz waveforms transmitted through the reference cell and the
sample cell, both ﬁlled with CCl4, respectively; ~n denotes
the wavenumber. The THz spectra are expressed as
Dn ~nð Þ ¼ 1
2p~nd
arg
ES ~nð Þ
ER ~nð Þ
 
 x ~nð Þ
 
ð3aÞ
Dk ~nð Þ ¼  1
2p~nd
ln
ES ~nð Þ
ER ~nð Þ


 
 Z ~nð Þ
 
ð3bÞ
Da ~nð Þ ¼ 4p~n
ln 10
Dk ~nð Þ
¼  1
ln 10
2
d
ln
ES ~nð Þ
ER ~nð Þ


 
 Z ~nð Þ
 
ð3cÞ
where d is the sample thickness; Dn(~n), Dk(~n) and Da(~n) are the
diﬀerence spectra of refractive index, extinction coeﬃcient and
absorption coeﬃcient, respectively.
We have calculated the ground-state geometries, normal
modes of vibration, dipole moments and interaction energies
of the DA and D2A complexes of HMB with TCNE using the
Hartree–Fock (HF) theory and a medium-sized basis set. The
Gaussian 03 package27 was used for the HF calculations with
the 6-31G(d) basis set. Full geometry optimizations were
performed for the monomers and the complexes without
imposing any constraints, and the resultant geometries were
Fig. 1 A power spectrum of the THz radiation. Sharp spikes in the
spectrum are due to absorption by water vapor in air. The broken line
indicates the noise level of the system.
Table 1 Concentrations of the DA and DAD complexes in the carbon
tetrachloride solutions
[D0]
a/mM [A0]
a/mM [DA]/mM [DAD]/mM [Dunbound]
b/mM
500 50 7.3 42.6 407.5
350 30 5.7 24.2 295.9
500 25 3.3 21.6 453.4
250 20 4.9 15.0 215.1
125 10 3.8 6.0 109.2
40 6 3.7 1.7 32.9
a Initial concentrations. b Concentration of HMB uncomplexed with
TCNE.
Fig. 2 Diﬀerence spectra between HMB/TCNE in CCl4 (500 mM/50
mM) and HMB in CCl4 (500 mM). (Top) Refractive index, (middle)
extinction coeﬃcient and (bottom) absorption coeﬃcient.
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conﬁrmed through the frequency calculations to represent the
minima on the respective potential energy surface. Binding
energy (DEe) was corrected for basis set superposition error
(BSSE) by means of the counterpoise correction of Boys
and Bernardi.28
3 Results
3.1 EDA complexes in solution
Fig. 2 displays diﬀerence spectra of refractive index (Dn(~n)),
extinction coeﬃcient (Dk(~n)) and absorption coeﬃcient (Da(~n))
between a solution of HMB/TCNE in CCl4 (500 mM/50 mM)
as a sample and a solution of HMB in CCl4 (500 mM) as a
reference. An increase of the absorption was observed when
TCNE was added into the HMB solution. This increase is due
to the formation of the EDA complex. We measured concen-
tration dependences of diﬀerence spectra of the refractive index
and extinction coeﬃcient or absorption coeﬃcient of this
system (Fig. 3). The reference for the measurement is a solution
of HMB in CCl4 with the same concentration as that in the
sample solution. In all the solutions an excess amount of HMB
was added in comparison to TCNE, therefore, almost all the
TCNE molecules form the complexes. In the frequency regions
below 15 cm1 and above 85 cm1 the signal-to-noise ratio
becomes worse, and we do not discuss results in these regions.
It can be clearly seen in Fig. 3 that both the refractive index
and the extinction coeﬃcient change their spectral shapes as
well as the intensities as a function of the concentration. This
indicates that the DA and D2A complexes have diﬀerent THz
spectra from each other. We calculated frequency dependent
spectra of refractive indices and extinction coeﬃcients for DA
and D2A, so that the concentration dependences of the ob-
served spectra can be reproduced well by using concentrations
of the DA and D2A complexes estimated by the reported
association constants for DA and D2A (K1 ¼ 190.1  4.6 M1
and K2 ¼ 14.24  0.62 M1 at 20 1C).6 The contribution of
unbound HMB to the observed spectra was also considered. The
concentrations of DA, D2A and unbound HMB in the solutions
investigated are listed in Table 1. The results are shown in Fig. 4.
The concentration dependences of the refractive index and
extinction coeﬃcient in solution are reproduced well by using
the obtained DA and D2A spectra as shown by the solid lines in
Fig. 3. The striking feature of the results is that DA and D2A
show very diﬀerent spectra in the low-frequency region. The
D2A spectrum shows a broad band centered at 47 cm
1. DA has
a larger molar extinction coeﬃcient than D2A in the frequency
investigated. Moreover, the extinction coeﬃcient in the very low-
frequency region (o40 cm1) shows opposite dependence on the
frequency with each other; in the case of DA, the spectral
intensity decreases as a function of the frequency, while D2A
shows an increase with increasing the frequency.
3.2 EDA complexes in the crystalline state
The frequency-dependent extinction coeﬃcients of the DA
complex in the crystalline state are shown in Fig. 5. The
needle-shaped crystals are aligned with each other, and the
parallel and perpendicular components of the extinction coeﬃ-
cient with respect to the crystal axis were measured. The
parallel component in the frequency range over 60 cm1 could
not be measured due to its strong absorption. The extinction
coeﬃcient of the parallel component is much larger than that
of the perpendicular component. On the other hand, the
perpendicular component shows peaks at around 53 and 70
cm1. Both the parallel and perpendicular components
Fig. 3 (a) Refractive index changes (left) and extinction coeﬃcients (right) of hexamethylbenzene (HMB) and tetracyanoethylene (TCNE)
in carbon tetrachloride. The concentrations of HMB and TCNE are as follows from the top to bottom; ([HMB], [TCNE]) ¼ (500 mM, 50 mM),
(350 mM, 30 mM) and (500 mM, 25 mM). (b) Same as (a): ([HMB], [TCNE]) ¼ (250 mM, 20 mM), (125 mM, 10 mM) and (40 mM, 6 mM). The
solid lines are spectra reconstructed by using the results in Fig. 4.
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increase monotonically as a function of the frequency in the
very low-frequency region below 40 cm1. This spectral feature
is in a sharp contrast to that in the solution phase. As shown in
Fig. 6, the polarization-selective extinction coeﬃcient spectra
of the D2A complex show similar features to the DA complex.
The perpendicular component shows a peak at 50 cm1 and a
shoulder at 42 cm1, whereas the parallel component exhibits a
monotonic increase as a function of the frequency.
3.3 Ab initio calculation
The calculated structure of the HMB–TCNE complex with the
minimum energy obtained at the HF/6-31G(d) level is shown in
Fig. 7. The molecular planes are nearly parallel to each other
(the dihedral angle between the planes of HMB and TCNE is
31) and separated by 3.70 A˚. The TCNE molecule is oriented
with respect to the HMB molecule at an angle of 27.01. The
calculated structure agreed fairly well with the crystal struc-
ture.19 In accordance with the crystal structure, the interplanar
dihedral angle and separation are 0.41 and 3.33 A˚, respectively,
and the orientation angle of the TCNE molecule with respect
to the HMBmolecule is 9.01. Harmonic vibrational frequencies
were computed in vacuo for the monomers and the complex at
the HF/6-31G(d) level. The donor–acceptor vibrational modes
whose frequencies below 100 cm1 are listed in Table 2
together with their assignments. Hayashi et al. also reported
the normal mode calculations for the HMB–TCNE complex at
HF/3-21G level theory.23 They have found seven intermolecu-
lar modes at frequencies below 100 cm1, two of which are
highly mixed with HMB CH3 twisting modes. Among these
intermolecular modes they assigned one DA stretching mode at
59 cm1. Fig. 8 illustrates some strongly IR active DA inter-
monomer modes predicted in our calculation. The binding
energy of the DA complex was computed at the HF/6-
31G(d) level without and with basis set superposition error
(BSSE) correction by the counterpoise method. The equili-
brium binding energy DEe was found to be –4.46 and –2.83 kcal
mol1 for the BSSE uncorrected and BSSE corrected struc-
tures, respectively. The enthalpy of complexation DH0 for the
HMB–TCNE complex in solution has been reported to be
7.9 kcal mol1 in CCl4.6 The dipole moment for the DA
complex calculated at HF/6-31G(d) level is 0.92 D, which is
smaller than the experimental value of 2.8 D.4 Since energies,
intermolecular distances, and other properties of the complexes
Fig. 4 Refractive indices (upper) and extinction coeﬃcients (lower)
per molar concentration of the DA (B) and DAD (J) complexes.
Fig. 5 The parallel (K) and perpendicular (J) components of the
frequency-dependent extinction coeﬃcient of the DA complex in the
crystalline state.
Fig. 6 The parallel (K) and perpendicular (J) components of the
frequency-dependent extinction coeﬃcient of the DAD complex in the
crystalline state.
Fig. 7 The calculated structure of the HMB–TCNE complex with
minimum energy obtained by ab initio calculation at the HF/6-31G(d)
level.
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are markedly dependent on the theoretical model and the level
of the theory, higher level calculations are on going in our
laboratory and the results will be published elsewhere.29
The calculated minimum energy structure of the HMB–
TCNE–HMB complex obtained at the HF/6-31G(d) level is
shown in Fig. 9. The molecular planes are nearly parallel to
each other and separated by 3.77 A˚. The TCNE molecule
oriented with respect to the HMB molecules at an angle 12.91.
Harmonic vibrational frequencies were computed in vacuo for
the complex at the HF/6-31G(d) level. The donor–acceptor–
donor vibrational modes whose frequencies are below 70 cm1
are listed in Table 3 with their assignments. Fig. 10 illustrates
some of the IR active modes predicted in our calculation. The
binding energy of the D2A complex was computed at the HF/6-
31G(d) level without basis set superposition error correction.
The equilibrium binding energy DEe was found to be 8.53
kcal mol1. The dipole moment for the D2A complex calcu-
lated at HF/6-31G(d) level is 0.04 D, which is close to the
experimental value of 0.0 D,4 suggesting that the structure of
the 2 : 1 complex is DAD.
4 Discussion
In this section we ﬁrst compare the experimental results for the
crystalline states with the theoretical calculations. Although
the basis set we have used is a higher one than previously23 and
the level of the calculation has been improved, the present
theoretical method can not still properly treat the intermole-
cular interactions between the donor and acceptor. We need
further improvement by including eﬀects of, for example,
electron correlation or polarization dispersion to discuss the
vibrational assignment in a quantitative level. Furthermore,
the calculation was done for the isolated case in the vacuum,
whereas the experimental data were taken in the crystalline
state. Nevertheless, it can still give a guideline for discussing
the vibrational assignment in a qualitative level such as order-
ing of the vibrational modes as a function of the frequency or
relative intensities of the vibrational bands.
First let us discuss the intermolecular vibrational modes of
the DA complex. The extinction coeﬃcient spectrum does not
show any sharp band in solution, and neither does the parallel
component of the crystalline-state spectrum. However, the
perpendicular component of the crystalline state shows peaks
at 53 and 70 cm1. The HF/6-31G(d) calculation predicts three
bands at 31.86, 34.29 and 49.90 cm1 which have reasonable
Table 2 Vibrational modes of the HMB–TCNE complex below 100 cm1 calculated at HF/6-31G(d) level
Vibrational frequency/cm1 IR intensity/km mol1 Force constant/mDyn A˚1 Approximate vibrational mode assignment
2.41 0.0009 o0.0001 HMB–TCNE twisting
31.86 0.1339 0.0052 HMB–TCNE sliding
34.29 0.1936 0.0042 HMB–TCNE sliding
49.90 0.6951 0.0119 HMB–TCNE stretching
53.80 0.0042 0.0098 HMB–TCNE tilting
64.63 0.0147 0.011 HMB–TCNE tilting
87.48 0.0007 0.0056 HMB CH3 twisting and TCNE C–CRN out-of-plane torsion
94.36 0.0034 0.0125 HMB CH3 twisting and TCNE C–CRN out-of-plane torsion
97.67 0.0815 0.0084 HMB CH3 twisting and ring deformation
Fig. 8 Strongly IR active modes of the DA complex below 100 cm1
obtained by ab initio calculation at the HF/6-31G(d) level. The
frequencies are 31.86 (a), 34.29 (b), 49.90 (c), 53.80 (d) and 64.63
cm1 (e). The arrows indicate the displacement vectors corresponding
to these low-frequency modes.
Fig. 9 The calculated structure of the HMB–TCNE–HMB complex
with minimum energy obtained by ab initio calculation at the HF/
6-31G(d) level.
P h y s . C h e m . C h e m . P h y s . , 2 0 0 5 , 7 , 1 9 4 5 – 1 9 5 2 1949T h i s j o u r n a l i s & T h e O w n e r S o c i e t i e s 2 0 0 5
IR intensities. The ﬁrst two modes are assigned as D–A sliding
modes and the last one is assigned as a D–A stretching mode.
Currently, we are performing molecular orbital calculations
with diﬀerent methods with various basis sets on the same
system, and the preliminary results show that the frequencies of
these bands obtained by the density functional theory are
about one and half times larger than the present values.29
For the DA case, we tentatively assign the 53 cm1 band
observed in the perpendicular component as a DA sliding
mode, because the transition dipole moment is oriented per-
pendicular to the crystal axis. The perpendicular component
also shows a broad peak at around 70 cm1. The calculation
predicts a DA stretching mode with a resonance frequency at
49.90 cm1. According to the calculation, this band has the
strongest IR activity among the modes below 100 cm1.
Although the direction of the transition dipole moment of this
mode is considered to be parallel with the crystal axis, the
prepared sample may have a distribution of the direction of the
crystal axis. These possibilities may give a spectral component
even in the perpendicular component, suggesting that the
70 cm1 band in the perpendicular component may be due to
the DA stretching mode.
For the D2A complex, the spectrum in solution shows a
broad peak at 47 cm1, and the perpendicular component of
spectrum in the crystalline state exhibits bands at 42 and 50
cm1, though there is no distinct band in the parallel compo-
nent. The HF/6-31G(d) calculation shows that there are ﬁve
bands with reasonable sizes of the IR intensity at 18.41, 22.19,
42.52, 56.69 and 60.19 cm1. The ﬁrst four modes are assigned
as DAD sliding modes and the last one is assigned as a DAD
stretching mode. We tentatively assign the bands at 42 and
50 cm1 as DAD sliding modes, because if they are due to the
stretching motion, it is expected that the parallel component
should show peaks at these frequencies. However, there is no
observation of such peaks in the parallel component. The
distinct peak in the perpendicular component indicates the
transition dipole of this band is oriented perpendicular to the
crystal axis. Similarly, it is suggested that the band at 47 cm1
observed in solution may be also a DAD sliding mode, though
the frequency is diﬀerent from those observed in the crystalline
state. The diﬀerence may be due to diﬀerent structures in
solution caused by interaction with surrounding solvents.
It should be also noted that a vibrational band in the far-IR
region often shows temperature dependence.30 Normally the
vibrational peak shifts to a higher frequency as the temperature
is lowered. This is partly because there are several vibrational
transitions from higher energy levels which are thermally
populated in the case of the far-IR spectrum. The results of
the ab initio calculation should be, in principle, compared with
a spectrum measured at low temperatures.
The far-IR spectrum corresponds to Fourier transformation
of the time-correlation function (TCF) of the total dipole
moment of the system, M(t), expressed as,31
aðoÞ ¼ 2p
3hcnðoÞo 1 exp ho=kBTð Þð Þ

Z þ1
1
dtexpðiotÞ MðtÞ Mð0Þh i
ð4Þ
where c is the speed of light, o is the angular frequency and
kBT has its usual meaning. Two types of molecular motions
in condensed phases contribute to the far-IR spectrum; one
is the reorientational relaxation of a permanent and/or induced
dipole of the molecule, and the other is inter- or intramolecular
vibrational motion. If the molecule or the complex in solution
does not possess a permanent dipole moment, the
Table 3 Vibrational modes of the HMB–TCNE–HMB complex below 70 cm1 calculated at HF/6-31G(d) level
Vibrational frequency/cm1 IR Intensity/km mol1 Force constant/mDyn A˚1 Approximate vibrational mode assignment
1.51 o0.0001 o0.0001 D–A–D twisting
4.71 0.006 0.0001 D–A–D twisting
18.41 0.1741 0.0014 D–A–D sliding
22.19 0.2304 0.0020 D–A–D sliding
30.55 0.0067 0.0024 D–A–D sliding
31.21 0.0048 0.0028 D–A–D sliding
32.86 0.0004 0.0035 D–A–D stretching
42.52 0.19 0.0042 D–A–D sliding
56.69 0.19 0.0074 D–A–D sliding
60.19 2.25 0.0197 D–A–D stretching
67.64 0.005 0.0207 D–A–D tilting
72.92 0.0006 0.0173 D–A–D tilting
Fig. 10 Strongly IR active modes of the DAD complex below 70 cm1
obtained by ab initio calculation at the HF/6-31G(d) level. The
frequencies are 18.41 (a), 22.19 (b), 42.52 (c), 56.69 (d) and 60.19
cm1 (e). The arrows indicate the displacement vectors corresponding
to these low-frequency modes.
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reorientational relaxation contribution should be minor unless
an induced dipole moment is signiﬁcant. In solution we have
found that the spectral feature diﬀers in the very low-frequency
region below 40 cm1 between the DA and D2A complexes.
This is related to the diﬀerence of the dipole moment in the
electronic ground state. The dipole moment of DA was esti-
mated to be 2.8 D by optical absorbance measurement and
dielectric constant data.4 On the other hand, that of D2A was
reported to be 0 D, suggesting that the D2A complex has a D2h
symmetry.4,6 Therefore, orientational relaxation does not con-
tribute to the THz spectra of D2A signiﬁcantly. The DA
complex shows a decrease of the extinction coeﬃcient in the
very low-frequency region as a function of the frequency.
Considering the fact that the DA complex has a permanent
dipole moment, this suggests that the spectral component in
the very low-frequency region results from the reorientational
relaxation of the dipole moment. In the extremely low-fre-
quency region the ab initio calculation predicts a vibrational
band at 2.41 cm1. The IR activity of this band is found to be
negligibly weak compared to that of the DA stretching band at
49.90 cm1, suggesting that the very low-frequency component
of DA is purely due to the reorientational relaxation. The
crystalline sample shows a monotonic increase as a function of
the wavenumber in the very low-frequency region. This also
supports the idea that the spectral component of below
40 cm1 originates from the reorientational dynamics of the
dipole of DA. The intermolecular vibrational modes may be
inhomogeneously broadened in solution, and the anharmoni-
city makes the spectrum broader for a mode whose frequency is
much lower than that of the thermal energy at room tempera-
ture. Furthermore, anharmonicity makes a vibration more
susceptible to the frequency ﬂuctuations caused by the sur-
rounding solvent molecules.32,33 These may be the reason why
the DA complex in solution does not show any structure in the
spectrum above 40 cm1.
To allow a more quantitative discussion, we simulated the
THz spectrum of the DA complex in terms of eqn. (3) by
focusing on the very low-frequency region from 15 to 40 cm1.
First, the experimental results are recast into the power spec-
trum of the TCF of M(t), hM(t) M(0)i, by Fourier transfor-
mation (Fig. 11). We assumed that the TCF of the total dipole
moment is a sum of the TCF of the individual dipole moment
hm(t)  m(0)i, hM(t) M(0)i ¼ Nhm(t)  m(0)i, where N is the
number of the dipoles. Both exponential and gaussian func-
tions are used as a model function for the TCF to simulate the
power spectra. The exponential function provides a better
simulation result. It was found that the time constant for both
the functions should be in the range of sub-picoseconds.
However, it is unlikely that such a weakly binding complex
physically rotates in a rigid manner with a time constant
shorter than a picosecond. We propose the following model
to explain the very low-frequency spectrum of the DA com-
plex; surrounding solvent molecules collide with the complex
continuously in solution, causing ﬂuctuations of the direction
and the size of the dipole of the DA complex. Since the
collision frequency in solution is typically a few hundreds of
femtoseconds, it is plausible that the very low frequency
component of the frequency-dependent extinction coeﬃcient
of the DA complex results from collision-induced ﬂuctuation
of the dipole. Another interpretation for such a fast orienta-
tional relaxation time may be that the lifetime of the complex
dominates the decay of the TCF of the dipole moment.
However, if the lifetime of the complex is in the sub-picosecond
time scale, the resonance-Raman bands of the complex are
expected to show lifetime broadening with more than 10 cm1,
which was not experimentally observed.17
In order to examine the proposed model, we used the
following model function for the simulation. The size of the
dipole moment of the complex m(t) oscillates with its resonance
frequency, m(t) ¼ Dm(t) þ m0(t), where Dm(t) describes an
oscillating component of the dipole and m0(t) is the average
dipole moment. m0(t) does not change its size in time, but the
direction of the moment varies. The TCF consists of three
parts, TCFs of Dm(t) and m0(t) and its cross term. The TCF of
Dm(t) gives vibrational aspects in the spectrum, which is not
observed in the solution phase. If we assume that there is no
correlation between the oscillation and the reorientational
relaxation, the cross term can be neglected. Therefore, we
assumed hm(t)  m(0)i ¼ hm0(t)  m0(0)i. Next, the TCF is divided
into two parts, one is a fast relaxation component giving a
spectrum in the THz spectrum and a slow relaxation compo-
nent which corresponds to the orientational relaxation
described by a hydrodynamic theory such as the Stokes–Ein-
stein–Debye model,
hm(t)  m(0)i ¼ afastm2exp(t/tfast)
þ aslowm2exp(t/tslow) (4)
Here m is the dipole moment of the DA complex of 2.8 D, and a
sum of two coeﬃcients afast and aslow is unity. The slow
component contributes to the spectrum only around 0 cm1,
and in the simulation we neglected the second term. We simu-
lated the spectrum from 15 to 40 cm1, and the result is shown in
Fig. 11. From the simulation we obtained afast¼ 0.10 and tfast ¼
0.24 ps. The error bars for these values are about 10%. The
results suggest that 10% of the dipole ﬂuctuation occurs in a sub-
picosecond time scale, which may be due to collision with the
solvent molecules. This results show that spectra in the THz
region contains information on the ﬂuctuation of the dipoles
with a sub-picosecond time scale in solution, and not only the
time constant of the ﬂuctuation, but also the magnitude of the
ﬂuctuations are estimated by the spectral simulation.
Summary
In conclusion, we have performed spectroscopic measurements
in the far-IR region on the electron donor–acceptor complexes
of hexamethylbenzene and tetracyanoethylene in solution and
in the crystalline state by THz-TDS. We have also performed
molecular orbital calculations using the Hartree–Fock theory
with the 6-31G(d) basis set. The perpendicular component of
the extinction coeﬃcient of the crystalline DA complex shows
peaks at 53 and 70 cm1, which the molecular orbital calcula-
tion suggests originates from the DA sliding and DA stretching
modes, respectively. The crystalline D2A complex exhibits
peaks at 42 and 53 cm1 in the perpendicular component,
and we tentatively assigned these modes as the DAD sliding
modes. The frequency dependent extinction coeﬃcients mark-
edly diﬀer between the DA and D2A complexes in CCl4
solution. The diﬀerence mainly arises from the diﬀerence of
the dipole moments of the two complexes. We have observed a
Fig. 11 A power spectrum obtained by Fourier transformation of the
time correlation function of the individual dipole moment of the DA
complex. The solid line is the result of the simulation by eqn. (4) in the
region from 15 to 40 cm1. See text for details.
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behavior of the dipole reorientational relaxation in the fre-
quency dependent extinction coeﬃcient of DA in solution. The
time constant of this relaxation is found to be in a range of sub-
picoseconds, which may be due to dipole ﬂuctuations induced
by collision with solvent molecules.
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